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 The relationship between tradition and innovation in Orthodox 

Christianity has often been problematic, filled with tensions and 

contradictions starting from the Byzantine era and running through 

the 19th and 20th centuries. For a long period of time scholars have 

typically assumed Greek Orthodoxy to be a static religious tradition 

with little room for renewal or change. Although this public 

perception continues, the immutability of the Greek Orthodox 

tradition has been questioned by several scholars over the past few 

years. This book continues this line of reasoning, but brings it into 

the centre of contemporary discussion. Presenting case studies from 

different periods of history up to the present day, the authors trace 

different aspects in the development of innovation and renewal in 

Orthodox Christianity in the Greek-speaking world and among the 

Diaspora. 
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